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$ Mayor Marion Barry could be in- 

dicted on perjury and obstruction of 

justice charges in connection with 

the Ramada Inn Central drug probe, 

' law enforcement sources told The 
Washington Times yesterday. 

The sources, who asked not to be 

‘ named, said detectives with the FBI, 

and the Metropolitan Police De- 

. Ppartment’s Internal Affairs Divi- 

sion’s Public Integrity Branch be- 

lieve their investigations have found 

enough evidence to sway a grand 


as two counts of perjury and one 
count of obstruction of justice. 

In order for a perjurv indictment 
to be handed down, prosecutors need 
at least one other person to corrobo- 
rate convicted cocaine dealer 
Charles Lewis’ allegations that he 


obtained and smoked cocaine with. 


the mayor. One law enforcement 
source told The Times yesterday 
that investigators have talked to at 
least two witnesses. who confirm 
Lewis’ charges. 

Ultimately, the decision to indict 
rests with prosecutors and the grand 





WASHINGTON, D.C. 


jury that reviews evidence gathered 
by investigators. U.S. Attorney Jay 
B. Stephens yesterday refused to 
comment on the possibility of the 
mayor being indicted. 
Meanwhile, Mr. Barry, through a 


_ spokeswoman, yesterday lashed out 


at federal officials, accusing them of 
character assassination. She also 
suggested they may have coerced 
Lewis into alleging the mayor used 
crack with him. 

The tersely worded statement, is- 
sued by Mr. Barry’s Staff Director 
Maudine Cooper, followed reports 
that federal investigators had inter- 


rogated Lewis last month as part of 
a possible plea agreement. 

Lewis is scheduled to go on trial 

in two weeks for perjury and cocaine 
distribution and possession in con- 
nection with the Ramada Inn inci- 
dent. 
_ Lewis, a Virgin Islands native, 
was convicted April 25 in U.S. Dis- 
trict Court in St. Thomas on two 
counts of cocaine distribution and 
two counts of crack cocaine posses- 
sion with intent to distribute. The 
conviction followed his March 3 ar- 
rest by undercover FBI agents, to 
whom Lewis sold the drugs. 
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SUBSCRIBER SERVICE: (202) 636-3333 


A former D.C. personnel depart- 
ment staffer, Lewis is said to have 
told investigators he purchased 
crack cocaine and smoked the drug 
with the mayor at the Ramada in De- 
cember, and while in the Virgin Is- 
lands in March, according to 
sources- 

“Through leaks to the press and 
other sources, federal authorities 
have.done what they set out to do: to 
get headlines and to assassinate my 
character” said Ms. Cooper, quoting 
the mayor. “They have attempted to 
do through the press what is not pos- 
sible in a court of law. 





PHONE: (202) 636-3000 








“What we witnessed in the last 24 
hours is the most blatant incidence 
of leaks of governmental investiga- 
tion. This is lawlessness by the gov- 


ernment,” Mr. Barry's statement, 


said. 

Late yesterday, Mr. Stephens is- 
sued a written statement an- 
nouncing that he has asked the De- 
partment of Justice to conduct an 


see BARRY, page A6 


ə Lewis’ statements resurrect 
questions about Barry. Page C1. 








THE 
GOBIE 
STORY 
Frank’s 
‘call boy’ 
tells all 


By George Archibald 
and Paul M. Rodriguez 


THE WASHINGTON TIMES 


Stephen L. Gobie wanted a sugar 
daddy, but Barney Frank turned out 
to-be “Sweet’n Low” instead — “a 
Sweet guy, low on cash.” 

That’s what he called his congres- 
sional sex partner, Gobie said in ex- 
Clusive interviews with The Wash- 
ington Times. 


iness, the term 
‘sugar daddy’ 
As: popular fora 
:pérson that 
‘supports’ you 
- and sponsors 
` you financially 
as well as oth- 
“erwise,” the 
‘prostitute said. 
“In this case, I 











had a nick- 

name for Bar- 

“ ney — it- was 

I had a _ . Sweet 'n Low' 

— sweet guy, 

nickname. low on cash, 

for ‘Barney that’s what the 

fee, moniker stood 

neen it Was for ... And I 

< told him that 

‘Sweet’n. ..Andhesaid, 

Foggy? i ‘Hey. U’monlya 

Low ie congressman, 

io I don’t make a 

‘sweet guy, million dollars 
low on a year: ” 

oe Gobie called 

cash.” “preposter- 

eri ` ous” the Mas- 

— .,Gobie sachusetts 


m Democrat's 
claim that he was the male hustler’s 
Henry Higgins, intent on helping 
him straighten out his life while pay- 
ing him about $20,000 a year to be 
Mr. Frank’s housekeeper and driver. 

“The true story is there were no 
such compensations anywhere near 
that level of money ... I would say 
the total dollar value that came to me 
from the beginning of the relation- 
ship | was] maybe less than $2,500" 
Gobie said. 

Gobie insisted again as he has in 
previous interviews that he used the 
congressman's apartment as a base 
for a prostitution service — with Mr. 
Frank’s knowledge. 

One of his clients was Washington 
power broker and former Japanese 
lobbyist Craig J. Spence, who has 
been linked to the homosexual pros- 
titution ring being investigated by 
federal authorities. 

Gobie also said he would willingly 
appear before the House ethics com- 


see GOBIE, page A10 





ə Sweet times in the low House. 
Pruden on Politics, Page Ad. 

e Excerpts from Gobie interview. 
Page A10. 
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By Chele Caughroñ . 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES ~ 

- When the bridge fell out from un- 
der David Klein yesterday, he just 
tumbled with it. 

“I was just wondering if I was g0- 
ing to be alive when it stopped at the 
bottom,” he saidi 

For Mr. Klein, the drop was about 

nine feet, but many of his co-workers 
plummeted as far as ‘14 feet, he said. 
His father, Elmer, who also works on 
the bridge, saw him go down and 
then flip. 

“My first thoughts were, ‘Am I all 





sex. scandal 

investigators 
set meetings 
with parents 


By Arlo Wore 


THE WASHINGTON TIMES 





Parents of children attending a 
Montgomery County elementary: 
school immersed in the call-boy 
scandal will get a:chance’today and 
next week to-put school officials on 
the firing line in connection with the 
explosive case. 

County school authorities have set 
aside Thursday for the. questions, 
but overly anxious parents may 
force discussion of the incident at an 
open house at the Chevy Chase Ele- 


_ mentary: School today. 


Last, Friday, The Washington 
Times disclosed the school’s princi- 
pal, Gabriel A. Massaro, 48, had al- 


see SCHOOL, page All 





right?" "he said, Then his fears were 
for his co-workers, oùe of whom- suf- 
fered a dislocated shoulder. Others 
had cuts, bruises, aches and pains. 

“I was lucky” Mr. Klein said. “I 
think me and: the-other. guy: who 
grabbed the bucket aré the only ones 
who didn’t get a scratch.” 

Mr. Klein, 25, of Hanover, called 


his mother, Alice, so she wouldn’t ` 


hear about the mishap on the news. 


“At first, she didn’t believe me be- 


cause wé kid her a whole lot.” he said. 

Mr. Klein described yesterday’s 
bridge ‘collapse as “an experience 
you would never want to go through. 





Investigation and clean p Diná aher a Route 19% p Í ge unde : onstruction hear Laura fell onto ‘the. Bal more ‘Wash gton Parkway yesterday morning 


b ridge ‘felt a little jolt’ 


‘You don’t non what’ S going to j hap- 


pen. You don’t know whether your 
life’s coming .to an end.” He said he 
was still shaken yesterday afternoon 


and thought it would take some time. 


to calm him down. 

“We don't know what calised the 
fall. Were still trying to figure it 
out,” he said. “Everybody on the 


` bridge felt a little jolt. I couldn’t be- 
_ lieve it. All of a sudden the bridge 


deck was falling out from under me.” 

Mr. Klein, a form carpenter for 
the J.P Smith Co., has worked at the 
site for eight months. The bridge, he 
said, was supposed to be finished in 


Bakker breaks sown 


Jim Bakker i is escorted by U.S. marshals. The judge in his fraud trial 
ordered pacer tests aner the evangelist's hallucinations. Story, A3. 








August, but the contractors were - 
- given an extension to September. 

He was disappointed that comple- 
tion will be delayed. ; 


“This is the first bridge I ever 
worked on from scratch, and now I 
probably won't see it completed for 
a long time,’ he said. “They say 
there’s no two bridges the same 
really.” 


Mr. Klein said he’s ready to go’ 


back to the job. 

“Hopefully nothing like this will 
happen again,” he said. “Im just 
happy to be alive.” 


Bridge 
collapse 


leaves 
14 hurt 


By Chele Caughron 


THE WASHINGTON TIMES 





Fourteen persons were injured 
yesterday when a bridge under con- 
struction on Route 198 near Laurel 
collapsed onto the Baltimore-Wash- 
ington Parkway during morning 
rush hour, U.S. Park Police said. 

Authorities at the scene said it 
was fortunate traffic was not heavier 
when the overpass crashed between 
6:30 and 7 a.m. ' 

“I think we were very fortunate 
this morning; I’m told traffic was 
pretty light; said Maj. Robert Zar- 
ger, commander of the Park Police’s 
office of construction services. 

Steel supports, ‘freshly . poured 


ay concrete: „and wooden framework 


blocked" ‘the parkway yesterday, 
causing police to reroute south- 
bound traffic at Route 32. 

' Officials said that southbound 
section of the parkway may reopen 
this afternoon after the mass of de- 
bris is cleared away. 

Federal Highway Administration 
personnel began investigating why 
temporary steel supports, called 
false work, failed. The supports, 
used previosly on the overpass im- 
mediately north had been inspected, 
said Gene McCormick, deputy ad- 
ministrator for the Federal Highway 
Administration. 

As the bridge caved in, a Pontiac 
6000 traveling south on the parkway 
made it through the ruins. Behind 
the Pontiac, a Chevrolet station 
wagon that had just started under 


see BRIDGE, page All 


ə Contractors had complaint-free - 


records; police hope to reopen 
parkway this afternoon. Page C3 





Heroin-crack mix 
headed for schools 





By Jay Mallin 


THE WASHINGTON TIMES 


Local dritg dealers are planning to 
introduce a deadly, smokable mix- 
ture of crack cocaine ‘and heroin 
next week to coincide with the open- 
ing of area schools, a substance- 
abuse expert at D.C. General Hospi- 
tal said yesterday. 

The product, so new that it does 
not have an established name, may 
turn a whole generation of District 
youths into heroin addicts, said Dr. 


Walter. Faggett, director of sub- 


stance:abuse services at the hospi- 
tal. Names that have been used else- 


_where include “speedball,” from an 


older term “for heroin, and. “para- 
_chute”” for the soft landing that her- 
vin provides after crack’s brief high. 
Dr. Faggett said he learned of the 
planned introduction by talking to 
several drug dealers, including a 45- 
year-old heroin dealer who recently 


entered drug treatment. Dr. Faggett 
said the dealer pleaded with him to 
do something because he feared for 
the well-being of his 8-year-old son. 

“It’s been test-marketed [by local 
dealers], and the marketing strategy 
apparently is to release it when 
school opens because that is the tar- 
get population,” Dr. Faggett said 
after testifying before a Senate Judi- 
ciary Committee hearing on illegal 
drugs. 

The appearance of the drug in the 
Washington area “easily could be the 
worst news since the emergence of 
crack cocaine,” Dr. Faggett said, re- 
ferring to the time when crack re- 
placed PCP [phencyclidine] as the 
drug of choice in the District. 

Atthe same time, a spokesman for 
the Metropolitan Police Department 
said yesterday that police narcotics 
experts told him they know addicts 


see DRUGS, page A6 
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12 killed in Medellin by bomb, despite curfew 





By James M. Dorsey 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES 


MEDELLIN, Colombia — A pow- 
erful explosion yesterday ripped 
through a main avenue in this fright- 
ened home of Colombia’s drug lords, 
killing at least a dozen people. 

In Washington, a Pentagon 
spokesman said the first shipment 
of military equipment from the $65 





million in U.S. aid promised by Pres- 
ident Bush will begin to arrive in 
Colombia on Sunday. Between 50 and 
100 American advisers also will go 
to Colombia, but the Pentagon again 
emphasized that they will not serve 
in a combat role. 

The midmorning explosion i in Me- 
dellin dashed local hopes that a 10 
p.m.-6 a.m. curfew imposed Wednes- 
day would reduce the city’s murder 


rate, which makes Washington's pale 
by comparison. 

Police said a bomb strapped to a 
bicycle blew a hole in the wall of a 
paint factory, destroying a nearby 
car dealership and 30 vehicles and 
ripping a 12-foot crater in the street. 

More than 500 people were ar- 
rested for violating the curfew in 
Medellin, the country’s second- 
largest city, imposed after a week- 


ona esti oc ETE an 


long string of bombings against the 
offices of political parties, homes of 
local politicians, banks and liquor 
stores. 

Asa result of the curfew, Medellin 
witnessed its first night in many 


see BOMBS, page All 





e U.S. weighs toughening stance 
against Panama. Page A7. 
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Male prostitute Stephen L. Gobie, 
whum Rep. Barney Frank paid for 
sex and who says he subsequently 
ran a prostitution service from the 
congressman's house, was inter- 
viewed extensively over the 
past two days by The Washington 
Times. What follows are excerpts 
from those interviews. 

Q: What do you think of the cov- 
erage so far? 

A: A few aspects of the story 
that bother me personally, the way 
that society responds to a story like 
this, is... it’s the traditional blam- 
ing the messenger if you don’t 
like the message. Number two is 
the way that people tend to blame 
the people that are working in the 
business of prostitution more 
than they attach blame to the peo- 
ple who are patronizing these 
services. 

And to me, if it’s morally repre- 
hensible to operate these busi- 
nesses and work in them, it is 
equally as morally reprehensible to 
call these services and make ap- 
pointments and be connected to 
this kind of a business from a cli- 
ent standpoint. ... Some people's 
natural tendency is to sympathize 
with the congressman, when actu- 
ally he is a victimizer in his own 
right also. 

What he did was he shot himself 
in the foot by mentioning the 
$20,000 in salary that I made be- 
cause that’s put him in trouble with 
the {House} ethics committee with 
tax violations when the true story 
is there were no such compensa- 
tions anywhere near that level 
of money. f 

We’re talking about a lawyer bill 
that was paid that was $275, a gift 
of exercise equipment that totaled 
about $550 from Herman's Atlas. 
We're talking about occasional inci- 
dental money expenses or some- 
thing, dinners, things like that. 
We're talking about a figure that’s 
probably less than $3,000, maybe 
less than $2,500 . . . $20,000 is a pre- 
posterous figure. 

In this business, the term “sugar 
daddy” is popular for a person that 
supports you and sponsors you fi- 
nancially as well as otherwise. In 
this case, I had a nickname for Bar- 
ney ... it was “Sweet’n Low” — 
sweet guy, low on cash. ... I said: 
“You know, some guys are lucky 
enough to have a sugar daddy. I'm 
stuck with Sweet’n Low.” And he 
said: “Hey, Pm only a congressman. 
I don’t make a million dollars a 
year” 

For my part, I’m not interested 
in bringing Barney Frank down. 
I've told my story. If I had my per- 
sonal druthers, he’d remain in of- 
fice. I think he’s a very effective 
member of Congress, and I’m not 
looking for him to step down. 

Q: Will you talk to the ethics 
committee if they ask you? 

A: I haven’t decided yet. I’d have 
to do that on the advice of a lawyer. 
If my lawyer told me that it was in 
my best interest, I'd do it. 

Q: What was your father’s full 
name? 

A: Gerald Gobie. 

Q: Do you know where he’s liv- 
ing now? 


From page Al 
mittee which is expected to investi- 
gate Mr. Frank’s relationship with 
the prostitute, “if my lawyer told me 
that it was in my best interest.” 

Mr. Frank has acknowledged pur- 
chasing sexual services from Gobie 
after contacting him through an ad- 
vertisement in The Washington 
Blade, a newspaper catering to the 
homosexual community. 

The congressman also has admit- 
ted knowing of Gobie’s continued 
work as a prostitute while on Mr. 
Frank's personal payroll from 
mid-1985 to early 1987 and while 
Gobie continued to have unlimited 
access to his house in the 200 block 
of Eighth Street SE. 

But Mr. Frank has denied knowl- 
edge of Gobie's operating a prostitu- 
tion service from his house and has 
requested the ethics probe in part 
out of fear that Gobie will embellish 
his story to improve the chances of 
selling it as a book. 

The differing accounts in this 
unfolding story of a troubled 18- 
month liaison between one of the 

House’s leading liberals and the man 
Mr. Frank says pushed him into pub- 
licly acknowledging his homosex- 
uality seem to capture the inherent 
contradictions in both of their lives. 

Mr. Frank, a portly middle-aged 
Boston career politician when he 
met Gobie, led the fight in the state 
legislature in the 1970s for urban 
“combat zones” for prostitutes. Call- 
ing the world’s oldest profession “a 
victimless crime,’ Mr. Frank now 
says he was victimized by Gobie. 

The prostitute, in turn, a 28-year- 
oid hooker when Mr. Frank an- 
swered his ad for “hot bottom and 
large endowment,” rejects being 
labeled homosexual or bisexual. In- 
stead, he said he’s a heterosexual 

who isn’t good at deviant sex. 

“My proclivities, my heterosex- 
uality, precluded me from being a 
successful escort for men because 
sex was almost non-existent, and the 
strength of my relationships with 
men was strictly on my character, 
personality and my sense of humor,’ 
Gobie said. 

“But being able to to have people 
call you and respond [to ads], and 
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A: No, I don’t. I’ve had no contact 
with my family for almost 10 years. 
Q: Your mother’s name was — 

A: Valerie. 

Q: The maiden name? 

A: I won't say. That will be my 
name someday. ... 

Q: Where did you go to high 
school? 

A: West Springfield High School 
in Virginia. I was expelled from 
West Springfield as a senior. 

Q: What were some of your ac- 
tivities? 

A: Sports. My hobbies are sports 
— baseball, football, basketball. 

I wasn’t into organized sports. 

I coached Barney’s softball team in 
the congressional league. They 

had a real funny name, Frank’s Hot 
Dogs or Frank’s Franks or the 
Franking something. I've got a Bar- 
ney Frank T-shirt. 

Q: Why were you expelled? 

A: The official reason given was 
non-attendance. I was very bored 
with high school. ... What hap- 
pened was, I peaked academically 
in the seventh grade when I was 12 
years old. I was a star student, I 
was a model citizen. The school ap- 
pointed me to do readings at PTA 
meetings — poetry, short stories. 

Q: Why do your records indicate 
that you were incorrigible? 

A: Because I was, and still am. 

Q: What kind of stuff did you do? 

A: Just drove my parents crazy. 
The usual teen-age tantrums 
— drug use was not a factor at this 
time. My incorrigibility was done 
strictly by staying out all night. I 
would not come home Friday after 
school. 

Q: This was when your old man 
was really cracking on you. 

A: Right ... he wanted to lock 
me in my room for the rest of my 
life until I agreed to get a haircut. 
That was the final break with the 
family. He was a very strict conser- 
vative person from the military. 
He was your traditional gung-ho 
Marine. 

Q: You have brothers and sis- 
ters? 

A: Yes, two younger brothers — 
one two years younger, one five 
years younger — and a sister two 
years older. But she called me 
names sometimes, and she did that 
out of temper and anger, which 
some people might feel would be 
justified considering my behavior 
at the time, growing up. I put them 
through a lot. 

Q: Your parents were divorced in 
79? 

A: Correct. ... My mom had 
wanted the divorce for a long time. 
She waited until my youngest 
brother had just graduated high 
school. And once she felt her obli- 
gation to the children was com- 
pleted and we were adults, then she 
was free to become her own per- 
son and get out from under this... 
unharmonious situation at home. 
They were basically incompatible 
ever since the beginning. 

I was deemed incorrigible at the 
age of 14. My parents thought that 
drugs were the source of all my 
problems and the source of my bad 
grades and my fall ... from the 
top. I didn’t start using drugs until 


continue to be successful and have 
repeats — people calling you again 


-—- is difficult. And then I realized > 


that I was not going to make it as an 
escort, either for women or for men 
... So I thought if I was going to 
make it at all, I would make it ac- 
tually running escort services as a 
madam because I have a good sense 
for business.” 


Coloring Gobie’s accusations, 
however, are a series of criminal con- 
victions dating to 1975. He was con- 
victed at 17 for the felony sale and 
possession of cocaine in Fairfax 
County. 


Gobie was convicted on four fel- 
ony counts in 1982: possession of ob- 
scene material, productions of ob- 
scene items involving a juvenile 
(taking photos of a 15-year-old girl 
with whom he was having sex), oral 
sodomy and possession of cocaine. 

Gobie, whose professional name 
in the underground prostitute trade 
is “Greg Davis,” grew up the son of 
a Marine Corps master sergeant 
who was a budget analyst at the Pen- 
tagon. 

“He was a very strict conserva- 
tive person from the military, ... 
your traditional gung-ho Marine... 
He wanted to lock me in my room for 
the rest of my life until I agreed to 
get a haircut,” Gobie said. 

It was an unhappy boyhood 
marked by rebellion all the way, 
Gobie said. He defied all his parents’ 
moral values and teachings. 

“At six, I performed oral sex on 
my first female. She reciprocated. 
She was five,” Gobie said. “I was hav- 
ing orgasms from agenine on... My 
father came to me at the age of 14, I 
believe, the first time in the base- 
ment of my house to discuss sex with 
me, and I cut him off right away and 
I said, ‘Dad, I probably know more 
than you do at this point’ ” 

By age 14, Gobie had been labeled 
“incorrigible” by Fairfax County ju- 
venile authorities for skipping 9th 
grade classes at West Springfield 
High School and refusing to return 
home on Friday afternoons. 

“Me and my friends at 15 were 
watching X-rated movies on the 
family projector down in the base- 
ment when my family was watching 
TV upstairs,” he said. “A friend of 
mine worked at a medical building 
as a janitor at night and he got them 
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Stephen L. Gobie says Rep. Barney Frank knew of his prostitution service. 


after the trouble started, in 
Springfield, smoking marijuana 
and experimenting with every drug 
you could think of. Everything. 

Q: And then the run-ins with the 
law. 

A: They began at 17, in D.C. for 
possession of marijyana, a misde- 
meanor. 

Q: When was the first time that 
your parents ever discussed sex 
with you, the biological stuff? 

A: They didn’t. I was having oral 
sex with females from the age of 6. 
I was having orgasms from the 
age of 9 on. 

Q: What was the first time that 
you had bisexual sex? 

A: I don’t want to make any com- 
ment about my own personal sex- 
uality. 

Q: I mean with a man. Your pros- 
titution is with men. B 

A: I have no comment whatso- 
ever at this point about any of my 
personal sex life: 

Q: What led you into this, your 
escort business? 

A: Actually, I met a woman when 
I was 21 years old — I met a 
woman one day in a Hecht's 
clothing store. I was trying on a 
suit, and she asked me if I had ever 
done any modeling work. She was 
just a customer, a very elegant- 
looking woman, a very attractive 
older woman. And she approached 
me and asked me if I wanted to 


have lunch with her. Our first dis- 
cussion centered around modeling 
and advertising, things like that. 
And she told me to call her some- 
day if I was interested. And I 
called, and then J went to her apart- 
ment. This was in 1978, after I 
came back from college. She took 
me under her wing. 


Q: Do you remember her name? 

A: Yes, I do. I remember her 
very well. I’m never going to di- 
vulge anything about her. I owe 
everything to her. I'll never do any- 
thing to hurt her in any way. 


Q: How old was she? 

A: I'd say she was approximately 
47. Our relationship lasted from the 
age of 21 to approximately 23 — 
for about two years I worked 
for her. She was a madam. She op- 
erated an underground escort op- 
eration of mostly females, but she 
also had a few select males also. 
She had extensive women Clientele 
that she had a hard time finding 
suitable escorts for. It was very 
hard to find gentle young men. It’s 
easier to find women than men, ap- 
parently — men who have the in- 
clination and the capabilities, who 
have what it takes to be as success- 
ful with women as an escort. 

The job requirements are much 
more than physical, which is differ- 
ent than the gay male escort 
world, the world of men. ... With 


“I did advertisements, endorsements for the 
[homosexual] bars in town and things like 
that . . . I was the first ‘Mr. Rascals, ° he 
said, referring to the prominent Dupont Circle 
homosexual bar Rascals. 





out of the psychiatrist’s office who 
used them for sexual marriage coun- 
seling.” 

A year away from home during 
his sophomore year at a southwest 
Virginia boarding school failed to 
mend Gobie’s ways, despite his 
claims of a promising record. 

“I was a standout basketball 
player [fat the private schoolj. I 
played for the school team. And I 
also brought my grades back up to 
an acceptable level,” he said. “I 
wasn't real concerned with making 
straight As. That wasn't a goal of 
mine. If it had been. J would have.” 

Instead, Gobie turned to mari- 
juana and other drugs after his re- 
turn to Fairfax County and expulsion 
from West Springfield High for tru- 
ancy during his senior year in 1974. 
He never received his diploma, al- 
though he subsequently passed the 
General Educational Development 
test, the equivalent of high school 
completion. 

“J didn’t start using drugs until 
after the trouble started in 
Springfield, smoking marijuana and 
experimenting with every drug you 
could think of — everything,” Gobie 
said. 

The serious run-ins with the law 
then began, court records show. In 
1975, Gobie was convicted of a mis- 
demeanor marijuana possession 
charge in the District. Later that 
year, he received a five-year sus- 
pended sentence in Fairfax County 
for distribution of cocaine and 
served three years probation. 

In 1977-78, Gobie said he attended 
Chowan College in Murfreesboro, 
N.C., a fundamentalist Southern 
Baptist school and one of few col- 
leges that would accept him “to get 
a school record that would enable 
me to transfer” to the University of 
South Carolina, where he hoped to 


join a girifriend. 

But it didn’t work out. At Chowan, 
“I raised the roof off the place.” he 
said. “I threw extensive parties and 
I was responsible at that time for the 
entertainment at parties, whether it 
be females or whether it be party 
favors—- drugs and things like that.” 

Gobie said his parents were di- 
vorced in 1979 and left the area. The 
prostitute said he hasn’t seen his 
family, including two younger broth- 
ers and an older sister, since. By 
then, at age 21, he had decided to 
reject the family name and start a 
new life as a male escort. 

“{ met a woman one day in Hecht’s 
clothing store,” he said. “I was trying 
on a suit and she asked me if [ had 
ever done any modeling work. She 
was just a customer, a very elegant 
looking woman, a very attractive 
older woman. And she approached 
me and asked me if I wanted to have 
lunch with her. She picked me up.” 

Gobie says of the 47-year-old 
woman, whom he refuses to name: 
“I owe everything to her l'I never do 
anything to hurt her in any way” 

“Our first discussion centered 
around modeling and advertising, 
things like that,” he said. Then I went 
to her apartment ... She took me 
under her wing ... I worked for her. 
She was a madam. She operated an 
underground escort operation of 
mostly females, but she had a few 
select males also. She had extensive 
women clientele that she had a hard 
time finding suitable escorts for. It 
was very hard to find gentle young 
men. 

“It’s easier to find women than 
men [escorts], apparently — men 
who have the inclination and the ca- 
pabilities, who have what it takes to 
be successful with women as an es- 
cort.” 

Women clients — middle-aged 
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female clients, demands are more 
along the lines of your character, 
personality, your sense of humor, 
your ability to make them laugh, to 
make them feel good about them- 
selves, and about life in general. 
And sex was something that was 
secondary to that. 

Male clients are more sexually 
oriented. They very seldom care 
about character, personality, sense 
of humor, things like that. It’s more 
of an animalistic stereotypical 
male attitude. 

Q: How did you get involved with 
the male aspect of it? 

A: That was done — I was re- 
ferred — in the business there’s a 
grapevine, and I was referred 
through a photographer who was 
interested in doing work with mod- 
els. He did free-lance work for The 
Washington Blade and several of 
the other top publications in town. I 
was given his number by the 
woman. I called him and we ar- 
ranged a meeting. And then he 
eventually got me involved in the 
modeling and escort work through 
the male scene. I did advertise- 
ments, endorsements for the bars 
in town and things like that. 

I was an extremely successful 
escort with women because my 
true orientation is heterosexual. I 
was more or less unsuccessful 
as an escort in the male world be- 
cause I am basically not gay or bi- 
sexual in nature. The ability to sep- 
arate business activities and 
sexual activities related to busi- 
ness, and being able to distinguish 
that from what your true turn-ons 
and orientation are, is one of the 
requirements of being an escort. 
Sometimes you have to be en- 
grossed in activities that really 
aren't any kind of turn-on to you... 
really entertaining somebody 
else’s fantasies, and a certain de- 
gree of acting and role-playing 
comes into effect. _ 

Q: Is that what makes Mr. Frank 
say you are an excellent con man? 

A: Con man is a less flattering 
term for a person that is blessed 
through genetics with acting skills 
and a flair for the dramatic. My 
mother was a graduate of the 
World Academy of Dramatic Arts 
in London, the same class as Albert 
Finney — she was a classmate of 
his . . . that’s the side of the family 
that I decided to take after. 

Q: How can somebody do the 
things you do without having an 
orientation toward it? Sex is a very 
personal thing. . . 

A: No. Correct that. Sex is a per- 
sonal thing to some people. Sex is 
an impersonal thing to other peo- 
ple. To some people, sex can be a 
personal thing sometimes and an 
impersonal thing another time, de- 
pending on what day it is, what 
time of the week it is and how 
much you're being paid. 

Q: But what is your drive, 
though? What interests you in this 
line of work, as opposed to being a 
legitimate actor or a lawyer or 
businessman or something? Why 
have you stayed in it so long? 

A: Boredom is one of the factors. 
Aside from that, another factor that 
had something to do with me en- 


and older women, both married and 
widows — place more emphasis on 
obtaining male escorts who are 
charming, entertaining, good con- 
versationalists and socially atten- 
tive, Gobie said, while male -homo- 
sexual clients are more interested in 
obtaining “animalistic” sex. 4 

“Male clients are more sexually 
oriented. They very seldom care 
about character, personality, sense 
of humor, things like that,” he said. 

Since becoming an escort, Gobie 
said he has personally serviced 
“more than 500” women clients and 
“hundreds” of male clients, but 
would not be more specific. 

“There was never an occasion, 
even before the AIDS crisis, I was 
fever] involved in any unsafe sex 
practices,” the prostitute said. “I al- 
ways took precautions . . . using con- 
doms.” 

Asked if clients always want him 
to use condoms, Gobie responded, 
“No. Sometimes clients are willing 
to pay thousands of dollars for you 
not to use condoms. In that case, 
alarm bells would go off in my head, 
and those are the people that I 
wouldn’t think of having sex without 
a condom no matter what the dollar 
figure was. 

“Those are people that are poten- 
tially dangerous to you,” he said. 
“Their motivations might be sinis- 
ter, in that they might have con- 
tracted a disease from some escort 
in the past and now, through some 
sort of revenge motive, try ... to in- 
fect other people in that business as 
a way of getting back.” 

However, in dozens of interviews 
over the last two months, Gobie has 
given details of sexual acts includ- 
ing an explicit tape-recorded de- 
scription of his first sexual encoun- 
ter with Mr. Frank in April 1985, and 
it was clear that neither Gobie nor 
his sex partners were wearing con- 
doms. 

This week, Gobie said he had re- 
cently been tested for AIDS and the 
results were negative. 

Gobie entered the male escort 
world through a prominent free- 
lance photographer for leading 
Washington-area homosexual publi- 
cations whom he was introduced to 
by his female madam friend. The 
photographer “eventually got me in- 
volved in the modeling and escort 
work through the male scene” — in- 


` were my personality and certain 


gaging in this business is the fact 
that I was a star child growing up- 
... People were telling me ever 
since I was young that I was des- 
tined for some sort of greatness. ; 
Because of circumstances that hap- 
pened, and my fall from the top — 
I was on top of my world — and 
then when you are sitting on top of 
your world and you do fall, you 

fall that much farther than the per- 
son who maybe is average. And it 
hurts a lot more when you do fallte | 
the bottom. 

And my feelings were that of “I 
have blown it” At 13, I literally felt 
I had blown my opportunity, that I 
had blown my whole life, because I 
reacted that way when I] saw the 
first B I ever saw on my report 
card. To me that was like total fail- 
ure, you know? 

So, because J thought that I had 
ruined any chance of achieving 
greatness through so-called legiti- 
mate avenues, I knew that my only 
way to achieve that would be 
maybe through less than legitimate 
avenues. And I had to go with what 
I viewed as my strengths, which 


physical attributes and abilities 
that would allow me to be success- 
ful as an escort. 

And as I said, my area of exper- 
tise was in escorting female clients. 
You can write down that I was 
sleeping with congressmen’s wives 
long before I was sleeping with 
congressmen, and wives of other 
prominent members of the busi- 
ness and political community in 
Washington. 

... [What] led me into running an 
escort service as a madam was the 
fact that I knew I couldn't be finan- 
cially successful due to the limited 
clientele, female clientele, in Wash- 
ington. I knew that any extensive 
money-making would have to be 
done on the West Coast, like L.A., 
where a person like me dealing 
with women could be more suc- 
cessful. The opportunities were so 
limited in Washington because it is 
basically a small town and there 
are a lot of men. 

My proclivities, my heterosex- 
uality, precluded me from being a 
successful escort for men, because 
sex was almost non-existent and 
the strength of my relationships 
with men was strictly on my char- 
acter, personality and humor. 

Q: But a lot of people responded 
to your ad in The Biade, which was 
run for a long time. ` 

A: A lot of people did. But like I 
said, being able to have people call 
you. and respond, and continue to 
be successful and have repeats — 
people calling you again — is dif- 
ficult. And then I realized that I 
was not going to make it as an es- 
cort, either for. women or for men, 
because of these reasons I just told 
you. 

So I thought if I was going to 
make it at all, I would make it ac- 
tually running escort Services as a 
madam because I have a good 
sense for business. I thought my 
business acumen, combined with 
my experience working in the busi- 
ness, would go well together and 
make me successful as an operator. 


cluding work for some of Washing- 
ton’s homosexual businesses and 
nightclubs, Gobie said. 

“I did advertisements, en- 
dorsements for the [homosexual] 
bars in town and things like that . .. 
I was the first ‘Mr. Rascals; ’ he said, 
referring to the prominent Dupont 
Circle homosexual bar Rascals. 

Gobie said he also worked at some 
of the area’s posh hotels as a con- 
cierge and front office manager as a 
legitimate “front” for his escort ac- 
tivities from 1978 to 1984. “Hotels 
are very valuable places to make 
contacts,” he said. 

Gobie said he worked at such ho- 


‘tels as The River Inn in Georgetown, 


Guest Quarters in Foggy Bottom, 
the Bristol Hotel, Quality~Inn at Pen- 
tagon City and the Regency Raquet 
Club condomiaium complex in 
McLean. 

But the roof on his legitimate 
fronts caved in when he was con- 
victed on the four felony charges in 
Alexandria in 1982. 

All but four months of his five- 
year prison sentence was sus- 
pended, and Gobie was placed on 
probation for three years, during 
which he was ordered to undergo 
psycho-sexual therapy at the 
Washington-based Human Sexuality 
Institute. 

“IT was forced into the underworld 
by my probation and by the nature 
of the charges and the fact that my 
probation officer was breathing 
down my neck to try to try to let 
everybody in the world know what 
was going on,” Gobie said. “I felt as 
though I couldn’t go through legiti- 
mate avenues for work anymore, and 
the logical thing for me to do was to 
establish my own escort service. 

“I knew that there was a ton of 
money to be made,” he said. “And I 
knew that I could get away with it if 
I could provide myself with some 
sort of official cover to deceive and 
mislead the probation department, 
which I did.” 

That “official cover” was employ- 
ment by Mr. Frank, who allowed the 
prostitute to use his house and wrote 
to the Virginia probation depart- 
ment saying he had hired Gobie asa 
personal employee, Gobie claimed. 

Mr. Frank acknowledged writing 
the letters but denied they were in- 
tended to mislead or deceive proba- 
tion officials. 
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